
Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph
July 6, 1937 - January 23, 2023

Maurice “Morry” B. Joseph, 85, of East Peoria, passed away peacefully at
2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 23, 2023, at UnityPoint Proctor Hospital in
Peoria. 

 Morry was born on July 6, 1937, to Mike and Betty (Tamer) Joseph at OSF
Saint Francis in Peoria. Preceding him in death were both his parents, his
older brother, Leonce Joseph, his younger brother, David Joseph and his
youngest child, Robert Joseph. 
Morry married his loving wife, Norma A. Unes, on June 8, 1959. She survives
him, together with their devoted children, Richard (Leanne) Joseph, Sandra
(Jamil) Alwan, John (Renee) Joseph, Michael (Stephanie) Joseph, Kristin
Joseph and Karen (Donald) Schwegel. Morry is also survived by 22
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
Morry graduated from St. Joseph’s grade school, Spalding Institute and
Bradley University. As an adult, Morry enjoyed an incredibly full life and was
well-known for his business acumen and his tireless community service. He
began his professional career as the owner and operator of Southtown Foods
grocery store which opened in 1963 and closed in 1975. From there he
embarked on his career in real estate and, informally, became known as East
Peoria’s Realtor, selling and developing real estate while having principal
partnership in three different real estate brokerage companies, including the
Joseph Company, Prudential Cullinan – Maurice Joseph Realtor and Coldwell
Banker Cullinan Devonshire – Maurice Joseph Realtor. During those years, he



was active in the Peoria Area Association of Realtors and would hold
successive terms as its chairperson. In 1982, the East Peoria Chamber of
Commerce named Morry Businessperson of the Year and in 1992 the Peoria
Area Association of Realtors elected him Realtor of the Year. As a devout
Catholic, Morry was active in St. Monica’s Parish serving on its Parish
Council, chairing the Parish Council and until recently, he served as a Parish
Trustee. He was a founding member of St. Monica’s Monsignor E. L.
Grzybowski Council of the Knights of Columbus. In the community, Morry was
a committed member of the East Peoria Rotary, the East Peoria Chamber of
Commerce and was a lifetime member of the Itoo Society, just to name a few
of his associations. Morry was widely known as a founding and charter
member of the East Peoria Centennial Committee and later was nominated
for and selected to chair the East Peoria Festival of Lights – he would hold
that position for the first 20 years of the event and earned the Illinois
Citizenship Award during his tenure as the Festival Chair. 

 In his personal life Morry enjoyed traveling, fishing and found time to taste and
amass a collection of domestic and internationally brewed beers. In reflection
of his recreational memories, Morry very often cited his world-wide travels with
Norma and the life-long friends that resulted from those travels, his annual
fishing vacations with his sons, grandsons and close friends, his inclusion in
the RLJ Fishing Club and the blessings of being warmed by the love of those
close to him whenever and wherever that would occur. When recently asked
to identify his most cherished destination from all his travels, he identified
Lake Okoboji, Iowa – the destination of annual family vacations Morry and
Norma provided since 2005. 
Visitation will be Thursday, January 26, 2023, from 4 to 7 p.m. at St. Monica
Catholic Church in East Peoria, with Recitation of the Rosary at 7 p.m. His
Funeral Mass will be celebrated by Father John Steffen and Father Donald
Henderson at St. Monica Catholic Church at 11 a.m. on Friday, January 27,
2023, with additional visitation from 10-11 a.m. Entombment will be at
Resurrection Mausoleum followed by a mercy meal at the Itoo Hall. Gary



Deiters Funeral Home & Cremation Services in East Peoria is assisting the
family. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to St. Monica Catholic Church or to
a charity of the donor’s choice. Online condolences may be left at www.GaryD
eitersFH.com.



Cemetery Details

Resurrection Cemetery & Mausoleum

7519 N. Allen Road
Peoria, IL

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 26. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL

Recitation of the Rosary

JAN 26. 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL

Visitation

JAN 27. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL



Funeral Mass

JAN 27. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL
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October 08, 2023 at 04:50 PM

Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph

Dan E Cunningham - January 28, 2023 at 09:25 AM

Norma and Family- 
  

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during these difficult times.
Morry was a leader in the community that we admired for 50 years.
We will always remember his passion for East Peoria and the
smiles he is responsible for creating on the millions of people,
young and old, that enjoyed the fruits of his labor with the Festival of
Lights! Morry was a great mentor to so many of us in the
community! 
 
Love and condolences to your entire family- 

 Janice and Dan Cunningham
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Renée Bostany - January 27, 2023 at 01:49 PM

Dear Joseph Family, 
 
My heart is with you all today as you celebrate the wonderful life of
your patriarch and gain comfort from the love and support of those
around you. 
 
I will always remember Uncle Morry's great big smile and how much
he adored Aunt Norma! They shared one of the most
companionable relationships of all the adults in my life, always
supportive and encouraging, allowing each other to achieve great
things. They were a perfect balance of temperaments! 

  
Love to all of you, 

 Renée Bostany

Theresa M Aten - January 26, 2023 at 05:36 PM

Norma and Family, 
 So sorry for your loss. Remember the good times...they will help

you smile through your tears. 
  

Theresa Aten

January 25, 2023 at 06:02 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph.

https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 25, 2023 at 01:47 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph.

January 25, 2023 at 11:35 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph.

Shirley Bowe - January 25, 2023 at 09:50 AM

Never was there a more wonderful, warm, and honest individual. He
sold my husband and I a plot of lot based on a simple handshake. It
took us a year to sell our home to proceed with the purchase, and
he had multiple offers on the wooded lot but he considered it “sold”!
Later I worked with him on the Festival of Lights and he was my
biggest cheerleader…always encouraging and supporting. He was
a great and giving man who will be terribly missed.

January 24, 2023 at 09:42 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph.

https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 24, 2023 at 08:16 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Maurice "Morry" B. Joseph.

https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

