
Richard "Dick" Bowes Sr.
February 21, 1938 - August 29, 2023

Richard “Dick” Bowes, Sr., 85, of East Peoria, passed away on Tuesday,
August 29, 2023, at his home. He was born in Berwyn, IL on February 21,
1938, to George and Louise (McElligott) Bowes. He married his wife of 64
years, Janet Laurent, in Lombard, IL on June 20, 1959; she survives. 

 He is also survived by his son, Richard (Brenda) Bowes, Jr. of Peoria; his 2
daughters, Diana (Brian) Bowes Montigney of Wilmette, IL and Kimberly
Bowes of East Peoria; his sister, Patricia Bamberger of Villa Park, IL; and 5
grandchildren, Cameron, Evan, Lauren, Alyssa, and Dylan. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents and his twin brother, Ronald. The
loss of his twin brother affected him deeply, and he missed him for these last
11 years. 

 Rich was a beloved son, brother, husband, father and grandfather. He had a
great sense of adventure and took his family camping all over the country. In
his later years, he cherished time spent with his five grandchildren. He had an
easy-going personality and a positive outlook on life. If he met you and talked
with you, he treated you as his friend from that day forward. He was humble
and never spoke of himself, but always pushed praise and support on others.
Rich was a dedicated educator for over 25 years, serving several school
districts as a special education teacher, principal, and substitute teacher. He
was a member of the National Education Association, Illinois Retired Teachers
Association, and was a past president of the Illinois Education Association. He
also served in the National Guard. 



Rich was a faithful member of St. Monica Catholic Church in East Peoria and
volunteered often as a Eucharistic Minister and serving for funeral masses. He
was very involved with Cursillo, serving as a leader and was also a member of
the Knights of Columbus. He was involved in the Boy Scouts of America,
serving time in leadership positions with his son and later with his grandsons. 

 Even though life took him out of Chicago, Rich was always proud of his
Chicago heritage. He was an avid Bears and White Sox fan. 
A Funeral Mass will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 6, 2023,
at St. Monica Catholic Church in East Peoria. Visitation will be from 1:00 p.m.
until the time of service. Fr. John Steffen will officiate. After Mass, the family
invites you to join them at the Parish Hall for Rich’s favorite meal…pizza.
Private burial will be at Fondulac Cemetery at a later date. Gary Deiters
Funeral Home & Cremation Services in East Peoria is assisting the family. 

 Memorial contributions may be made to St. Monica Catholic Church or
Cursillo. Online condolences may be left at www.GaryDeitersFH.com.



Cemetery Details

Fondulac Cemetery

1985 E. Washington Street
East Peoria, IL

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 6. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL

Funeral Mass

SEP 6. 2:00 PM (CT)

St. Monica's Catholic Church
303 Campanile
East Peoria, IL
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October 08, 2023 at 04:50 PM

Richard "Dick" Bowes Sr.

John P. - September 07, 2023 at 09:40 PM

It was a fun task in the 1970's to help the family raise, and then
lower a Camper unit onto the GMC Pickup Truck they had. "Dick"
SR. would direct us to turn the 3, or 4 jack handles a certain number
of turns, then rest. Again. rest. After the task was finally completed,
a Pizza lunch, or dinner was offered and enjoyed. Good Times!

Charles Carr - September 07, 2023 at 09:37 AM

I remember meeting him through Cursillo - it was comforting to have
him , a fellow white Sox fan , on the team. We laughed a lot during
that Cursillo - it was an even greater honor to know he was also a
fellow knight of Columbus.

-John T. Prange - September 01, 2023 at 11:05 PM

-John T. Prange purchased the Fiery Lily and Ros
e for the family of Richard "Dick" Bowes Sr..

https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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John T. - September 01, 2023 at 10:21 PM

John T. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Richard "Dick"
Bowes Sr..

September 01, 2023 at 11:07 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Richard "Dick" Bowes Sr..

September 01, 2023 at 11:07 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard "Dick" Bowes Sr..

https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

