Thais "Ty" Sanders

June 27, 1932 - July 28, 2022

Thais “Ty” Sanders of Washington, lllinois died peacefully on Thursday, July
28 in Champaign, lllinois. She was born on June 27, 1932 to George Copley
and Thelma Doerfler in Chicago, lllinois.

She married Raymond Wesley Sanders on October 7, 1951 in Streator,
lllinois. He preceded her in death on September 6, 2016 in Morton. She was
also preceded in death by her parents and stepfather, William Schallhammer.
Survivors include her three daughters Jamie (Jim Witt) Sanders of Texas,
Lynn (Bruce) Branham of Champaign and Elizabeth Sanders of Chicago; six
grandchildren, Tara Witt of Texas, Matthew (Daphne) Branham of Missouri,
Lucas (Alisha) Branham of the state of Washington, Erin (Colin) Reece of
Texas, Jordan (Mamie) Branham of North Carolina and Benjamin Branham of
North Carolina; and five great-grandchildren, Griffin, Amelie and Sylvie Reece
of Texas, Bailey Branham of the state of Washington and Simon Branham of
Missouri. Also surviving are two brothers, Bill (Judy) Schallhammer and David
Schallhammer, both of Wisconsin.

Ty attended Streator High School where she excelled in drama and theater.
Later in life one of her greatest joys was playing lead roles in community
theater including “See How They Run” at Peoria Players and “Cactus Flower”
at Cornstock. During high school she was employed as a swimming instructor
at the Streator YMCA.

Early in her marriage Ty was a busy mother and housewife who volunteered
regularly at her children’s schools. When her children got older, she embarked



on the first of several careers when she became the swim team coach at
Neptune Swim Club. During her years as coach and swim teacher, Ty
impacted hundreds of children’s lives at Neptune, the Peoria YWCA and the
Peoria YMCA.

In the 1970’s Ty studied for and received both her realtor license and her real
estate broker’s license. Afterward she worked for Circle Four Realty in
Washington.

By the 1990’s Ty was pursuing an entirely different career when she became a
writer for the Washington Courier. Using both her considerable writing skills
and her many personal and professional contacts throughout Central lllinois,
Ty enjoyed success writing for the Courier and the Bloomington Pantagraph
for many years.

Ty came full-circle in her careers with her last employment as a therapeutic
swim instructor for Five Points Washington from 2007 to 2014.

Ty was a Tazewell County Board member for two years and a Jury
Commissioner for Tazewell County for over 20 years. She was a member of
Crossroads United Methodist Church in Washington.

Ty lived a joyous 90 years filled with countless friendships, fulfilling work and
extensive travel. She was known for keeping an immaculate house and
maintaining the beautiful gardens in her backyard where she threw many
memorable parties for family and friends. She was an amateur artist painting
in oil, watercolor and acrylics. She devoted herself to her beloved husband of
65 years and to the children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren whom
she adored.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, August 3 at
Crossroads United Methodist Church in Washington, lllinois. Pastor Jason
Woolever will officiate. Visitation will be held on Tuesday, August 2 from 4 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m. at the church. Burial will be at Glendale Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Crossroads United Methodist
Church or the Alzheimer’s Association. Online tributes and condolences may
be made at www.GaryDeitersFH.com.






Cemetery Details

Glendale Cemetery

600 Oakwood Lane
Washington, IL

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 2. 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM (CT)

Crossroads United Methodist Church
1420 N. Main Street
Washington, IL

Funeral Service

AUG 3. 10:00 AM (CT)

Crossroads United Methodist Church
1420 N. Main Street
Washington, IL



Tribute Wall

Gary Deiters Funeral Home & Cremation Services created a Tribute
Video in memory of Thais "Ty" Sanders
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Gary Deiters Funeral Home & Cremation Services - August 03, 2022 at 01:47 PM

Thais "Ty" Sanders

October 08, 2023 at 04:50 PM

Jamie, Lynn and Elizabeth,

Bev and | send our thoughts and prayers for each of you and your
families as you lay to rest one of the best moms from my childhood.
I have a number of fond memories of Ty; teaching me and others
the finer points of swimming at Neptune, assisting with parties at
school, greeting me at church or at Hollybrook in recent years with
such enthusiasm. God Bless you all!

Love,

Ron & Bev Riggins

Ron Riggins - August 03, 2022 at 08:29 AM



Gary Deiters Funeral Home & Cremation Services - August 02, 2022 at 01:15 PM

So many memories of growing up across Lynn Street from the
Sanders family. Ty was a very creative spirit...| remember well the
many hours she spent making a miniature dollhouse and creating
her colorful paintings. She loved her dogs and tending to her
flowers. At peace now with Ray. Jennifer Drake Grogg

Jennifer Grogg - August 02, 2022 at 06:22 AM

Coke and | were so saddened to learn of Ty's passing. We are also
So sad that we are leaving early tomorrow morning for St. Louis and
won't be back in time on Wednesday for her service! Please know
being out of town is the only reason we would not be there. Ty was
such an exuberant, beautiful, and amazing woman! She was the
realtor who sold us our first house, a wife to dear Ray whom | taught
with for years, mother to one of "my Washington cheerleaders," and
Just a friend whom we respected so much. She will be missed! Our
sympathies to all of the family, especially you sweet Elizabeth.

Coke and Janene Mattingly

Janene Mattingly - August 01, 2022 at 07:20 PM



Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Thais "Ty" Sanders.

August 01, 2022 at 04:13 PM

| was Ray and Ty’s mail lady for several years. She was such a
colorful person. She showed me her backyard many times Always
saw Ray mowing with his old fashioned push mower. They were
such a cute couple and I loved talking with them as | walked by.
Sending prayers to the family.

Diane Ginther - July 31, 2022 at 09:59 AM


https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.garydeitersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

